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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



lnte 



International application No. 

PCT/JP00/04295 



I. Basis of the report 



4. 



1. With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
\)xQ the international application as originally filed 

| 1 the description: 

pages 

pages 

pages 



, as originally filed 
, filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



□ 



the claims: 

pages 

pages 

pages 

pages 



, as originally filed 

, as amended (together with any statement under Article 19 
, filed with the demand 



□ 



filed with the letter of 



the drawings: 
pages 

pages 

pages 



, as originally filed 



filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



1 I the sequence listing part of the description: 

pages 

pages 

pages 



, as originally filed 

filed with the demand 



. , filed with the letter of 



2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the language in which 
the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language which is: 

CD tn e language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23. 1(b)) 

□ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)) 

the language of the translation furnished for . the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 55.2 and/ 
or 55.3). 

With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international 
preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 



□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 

□ 
□ 



contained in the international application in written form. 

filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

The. statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been furnished. 

The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 
been furnished. 

The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

the description, pages 

the claims, Nos. 

the drawings, sheets/fig 



5 [["I ThiS report has been esta blished as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to go 
— beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 

* Replacement sheets which hove been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to 
in this report as 'originally filed" and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rule 70.16 
and 70. J 7). 

' Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item I and annexed to this report. 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



nternational application No. 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. Statement 

Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 

Industrial applicability (IA) 



Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 



1-9 



1-9 



1-9 



YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



2. Citations and explanations 



Document 1: JP, 10-240443, A (Datcel Chemical Industries, Ltd.), 11 September, 1998 (11.09.98) 
Document 2: EP, 3541 17, Al (Thomson-CSF), 7 February, 1990 (07.02.90) & JP, 2-162817, A 
Document 3: JP, 56-1 37989, A (Toppan Printing Co., Ltd.), 28 October, 1981 (28.10.81) 
Document 4: JP, 9-295467, A (Canon Inc.), 18November, 1997 (18.11.97) 

Claims 1-3 and 1-9 [JR2]do not appear to involve an inventive step in view of document 1 cited in the 
ISR and newly cited document 2. 

Document 1 discloses an acoustic touch sensor characterized by comprising a propagation medium, a 
transmission transducer generating a bulk wave, gratings for the conversion between bulk wave and 
surface wave, and a receiving transducer for the detection of a bulk wave, wherein the transmission 
transducer and the receiving transducer, which comprise piezoelectric oscillators, are placed on the back 
of the propagation medium. 

Document 2 discloses "a technique that in attaching a piezoelectric transducer onto a substrate, a 
planar electrode is provided on the substrate and the piezoelectric transducer is installed on the planar 
electrode so as to draw out the substrate side electrode of the piezoelectric transducer while a step-like 
conductive bridge is connected to an electrode of the piezoelectric transducer located on the opposite 
side to the substrate so as to draw out the said electrode." 

Since documents 1 and 2 belong to closely related technical fields, it is considered that a person 
skilled in the art could have easily conceived of applying the art of the piezo-electric transducer 
installation disclosed in document 2 to the acoustic touch sensor disclosed in document 1. Providing an 
additional planar electrode for connecting a conductive bridge is not considered to involve any particular 
technical difficulty. 

Claims 4 and 5 do not appear to involve an inventive step in view of documents 1 and 2, and 
documents 3 and 4 cited in the ISR. 

Since "the technique of forming an electrode by transfer printing using conductive 
paste is a well-known art as disclosed in documents 3 and 4, applying this well-known 
art to the acoustic touch sensor disclosed in document 1 is not considered to involve 
any particular technical difficulty. 
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Claims 1-3 and 1-9 [JR2]do not appear to involve an inventive step in view of document 1 cited in the 
ISR and newly cited document 2. 

Document 1 discloses an acoustic touch sensor characterized by comprising a propagation medium, a 
transmission transducer generating a bulk wave, gratings for the conversion between bulk wave and 
surface wave, and a receiving transducer for the detection of a bulk wave, wherein the transmission 
transducer and the receiving transducer, which comprise piezoelectric oscillators, are placed on the back 
of the propagation medium. 

Document 2 discloses M a technique that in attaching a piezoelectric transducer onto a substrate, a 
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installation disclosed in document 2 to the acoustic touch sensor disclosed in document 1. Providing an 
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technical difficulty. 

Claims 4 and 5 do not appear to involve an inventive step in view of documents 1 and 2, and 
documents 3 and 4 cited in the ISR. 

Since "the technique of forming an electrode by transfer printing using conductive 
paste" is a well-known art as disclosed in documents 3 and 4, applying this well-known 
art to the acoustic touch sensor disclosed in document 1 is not considered to involve 
any particular technical difficulty. 
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